

ADOPTED 1/22/13


Introduced by Council Member Carter & Co-sponsored by Council Member Yarborough: 
RESOLUTION 2013-35-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING RETIRED SERGEANT FIRST CLASS GARY L. SURRENCY ON BEING AWARDED THE SOLDIER’S MEDAL BY THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS FOR BRAVERY AND VALOR; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in 1978 while serving in the U.S. Army at Fort Jackson in Columbia, South Carolina, Sergeant First Class Gary L. Surrency ran into a burning building near the army base with no thought for his personal safety to save a small child trapped in the blaze; and


WHEREAS, Sergeant Surrency’s bravery and heroism was recognized at the time and was interviewed by Army officials with an eye toward making application on Sgt. Surrency’s behalf for the Soldier’s Medal, the highest military award bestowed upon a soldier during peacetime; and


WHEREAS, for reasons unknown, the Army did not pursue the process to completion and Sgt. Surrency heard nothing more about the application process for the award; and 


WHEREAS, many years after the event took place, and six years after his retirement from the Army, Sgt. Surrency’s wife Millie began a campaign in 1994 to have his brave action recognized with the award reserved for heroism entailing personal risk of life and a high degree of valor under conditions not concerning direct encounter with the enemy; and


WHEREAS, after more than a decade of effort, first with the U.S. Army and then through the office of Congresswoman Corrine Brown, Sergeant First Class Gary Surrency was finally awarded the Soldier’s Medal in December 2010; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and congratulates Army Sergeant First Class Gary L. Surrency on being awarded the Soldier’s Medal for conspicuous valor in a non-military situation, and commends him for his display of bravery and self-sacrifice in the rescue of a child from a burning building.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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